LESSON PLAN:  BISHOP

Grade Level:  6-8

	Lesson Title
	What is a Bishop?

	Time
	30 minutes

	Lesson Objectives
	Students will know the definition of a Bishop.

Students will know Bishop Joensen is the Bishop of the Diocese of Des Moines.

Students will understand a bishop is the direct successor of the Apostles.

Students will understand a bishop’s role is two-fold.

	Materials Needed
	Bible

	Lesson Procedures
	1. Share with students the definition of bishop. 
· Taken from the ranks of priests, a bishop is chosen by the Pope and ordained as Successor of the Apostles to lead a diocesan community in the ways of the faith.

2. Share with students that Bishop Joensen is the bishop of the Diocese of Des Moines.

3. Ask students what they think is meant when you say the bishop is the direct successor of the Apostles.  With students, use a Bible to read Acts 1: 13-26; 4:5-37; and 6: 1-7 to learn how the apostles were leaders and teachers in the early Church.  Use questions such as:  How are bishops like the apostles we read about in these stories?  (Leadership, guiding and teaching people)  Now that we have read what the apostles were doing, how does that compare with what Bishop Pates is doing in the Diocese of Des Moines?  (He is the leader of the Catholic people in our diocese.  He is teaching us more about our Catholic faith so we can share that with others.)  Bishop Pates can trace his lineage through ordination to one of the apostles. 
4. Share with students that a bishop’s job has a two-fold relationship.  First, Bishop Joensen is responsible for the pastoral care of the people within the Diocese of Des Moines.  He is responsible for teaching and guiding all the churches in the diocese and leading everyone to work together to spread the word of God.  A second responsibility for Bishop Joensen is to help people all over the world grow in their Catholic faith. He does this by working with the other bishops from all over the world, in union with Pope Francis, leading the worldwide Catholic Church.  

5.  Using the information about the ministry of Bishop Joensen, ask students to think of the ways they know of that each of these relationships is exercised.  For instance:  In the Diocese – Bishops ordain priests and deacons. They confer the Sacrament of Confirmation.  They assign priests to parishes or other jobs.  Outside the diocese – work together to address social issues (poverty, violence), work together to deal with problems or concerns in the Church. In the United States, bishops gather as a part of the USCCB to deal with issues in our country. 

	Lesson Wrap-Up
	Review the following content with students:
· Definition of bishop

· What it means for a bishop to be the direct successor of the Apostles

· Explain how a bishop has a two-fold relationship
· What are some examples of Bishop Joensen at work?


LESSON PLAN:  DIOCESE

Grade Level:  6-8

	Lesson Title
	What is a diocese?

	Time
	30 minutes

	Lesson Objectives
	Students will know the definition of diocese.

Students will know they are a part of the Diocese of Des Moines.

Students will know there are four dioceses in the State of Iowa.

Students will know the difference between a diocese and archdiocese.

Students will have an understanding of the history of the Diocese of Des Moines.

	Materials Needed
	State of Iowa Map

Map of the Diocese of Des Moines

Historical Outline of Dioceses of Iowa

	Lesson Procedures
	1. Share with students the definition of a diocese.
· A specific territory established by the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, and is under the leadership and authority of a bishop.  It is the most authentic expression of the life of the Church.
2. Remind students they are a part of the Diocese of Des Moines.

3. Using the Iowa map, explain there are four dioceses in the state of Iowa.  Show students where each diocese is.  Focus attention on pointing out the Diocese of Des Moines and how the part of the state it encompasses.
4. In the state of Iowa there is one archdiocese and three dioceses.  Explain the difference between an archdiocese and diocese.
· An archdiocese is often older in its time of being a diocese.  An archdiocese is led by an archbishop who gathers the other bishops for matters of mutual interest.  In terms of responsibility each Bishop is responsible directly to the Pope.
5. Using the Historical Outline of the Dioceses of Iowa, and a map of the United States, plot out the development of the Dioceses of Iowa. (Students may work in small groups to accomplish this task.)

	Lesson Wrap-Up
	Review the following concepts with students:
· Definition of diocese

· They are a part of the Diocese of Des Moines

· There are four dioceses in Iowa.  What are they and where are they located?

· The difference between a diocese and archdiocese.

· The Diocese of Des Moines was established in 1911.


LESSON PLAN:  CATHEDRAL

Grade Level:  6-8

	Lesson Title
	The Cathedral and the Cathedra

	Time
	30 minutes

	Lesson Objectives
	Students will know the definition of cathedral.
Students will know St. Ambrose Cathedral is the cathedral of the Diocese of Des Moines.

Students will know what a cathedra is and the connection of the cathedra to the cathedral.

	Materials Needed
	Picture of St. Ambrose Cathedral
Picture of the cathedra at St. Ambrose

	Lesson Procedures
	1. Review with students the definition of bishop and diocese.  Review with students that Bishop Joensen is the bishop of the Diocese of Des Moines.
2. Share with students the definition of cathedral. 
· The word is derived from the Latin word, cathedra, meaning seat or chair and refers to the presence of the bishop’s chair in the “cathedral.”  The cathedral is the principal church of a diocese and where the bishop gathers the ecclesial community for its principal events.
3. Explain to students that each Catholic diocese has a cathedral.  In the Diocese of Des Moines our cathedral is St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines.  Show students the picture of St. Ambrose.

4. Explain to students that St. Ambrose Cathedral is the church of Bishop Joensen.  

5. Show students the picture of the cathedra (chair).  In each cathedral is a cathedra.  This special chair is the Bishop’s chair.  In this picture is the cathedra from St. Ambrose Cathedral.  Bishop Joensen is the only person who sits in this chair.  

6. Ask students – what do you think this chair symbolizes?  Share with students the chair symbolizes the authority and teaching of Bishop Joensen in the Diocese of Des Moines.  

7. Help students make the connection between the cathedral (the church of the bishop) and the cathedra (the chair of the bishop).

*May share the website www.saintambrosecathedral.org with the students to learn more about St. Ambrose and St. Ambrose Cathedral.  

	Lesson Wrap-Up
	Review the following concepts with the students:
· Definitions of bishop and diocese

· Bishop Joensen is the bishop of the Diocese of Des Moines

· Definition of cathedral and cathedra

· Connection between cathedral and cathedra

· St. Ambrose Cathedral is the cathedral in the Diocese of Des Moines


